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June 12, 2009 

Khutbah 

 

 Title: Staying on the Straight Path  
DVD title: Strive to Stay on the Siratul Mustaqim: 

Ask Allah for Guidance to Avoid Straying 
 

(Du’ās)  Allah says in the Holy Qur’an in Sūratu-l-Baqarah:  

 

The fools among the people will say, “What had turned them from the 

direction they faced before?”  Say, “To Allah belongs the East and 

West. He guides whom He will to the straight path.”  (2:142) 

 

And in Sūratu-n-Nahl:  

 

Surely, Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and generosity to those near to 

you. And He forbids all that is shameful and that which is wrong and 

lewd acts.  And He admonishes you in order that you may remember 

the Truth. (16:90) 

 

And again in Sūratu-l-Saba: 

 

And those who have been given knowledge see that what is revealed to 

you from your Lord is the truth, and that it guides to the Path of the 

Exalted and the Praised.  (34:6) 

 

Asalāmu aleikum.   Every day in Sūratu-l-Fatihah, which we recite many times, we come 

to the part where we are asking Allah to show us the siratal mustaqim, the straight path.  
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The straight path is not only spoken of in Sūratu-l-Fatihah, but also in Sūratu-l-Baqarah 

and the other sūrahs I recited to you: Sūratu Marayam, Sūratu-n-Nahl and others.  I want 

to speak of the siratal mustaqim again today, which is called the straight path in English.  

It is found more than 45 times in the Qur’an.  All those meanings are complementary, 

except one which is the opposite.  

 

Every day we as Muslims pray five times, and in each salat we recite Sūratu-l-Fatihah.  

We request Allah Swt to guide us. The word asirat comes with several adjectives in the 

Qur’an, most of them are “mustaqim.” Only once is it mentioned as the way to hell.  This 

terminology is used for those people who refuse to worship Allah Swt, who refuse to 

follow the sunnah of Nebi Mohammed (sal).  So in all the 44 times, it refers only to the 

straight path, and to stay on the path of Allah Swt.  The Prophet Mohammed (sal) said of 

these people, “It shall be said of the wrongdoers and their wives and the things they 

worshiped beside Allah Swt and lead them to the way of fire.  But stop them, for 

they must be asked.”   

 

We are not going to talk about the path to hell, but about the 44 times it refers to the 

siratal mustaqim, the straight path, the path to happiness, the path to peace, the path to 

contentment, the path to paradise.  It begins in dunya.  It begins in us, in our hearts, in an 

understanding of the brevity of life and what has to be accomplished in this brief sojourn 

in this world.  We are on this narrow path, what I like to call the HOV lane on the 

highway, with eternity on one side so to speak and dunya on the other.  If you lose your 

heart, you can easily wander off this path and be not on the siratal mustaqim.  Perhaps, 

we all have had that experience.  I have had it many times in my life where you lose heart 

in something.  When you lose heart, you are very easily susceptible to wandering off the 

siratal mustaqim. You have to really fight to keep your heart, your faith, your belief, your 

sureness.  
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We are enjoined by Allah Swt to be awake, to be conscious human beings, to remember 

why we are here.  We are told by Allah Swt to pay attention, to face, to look at and keep 

our minds on Allah and not to wander astray.  “Allah guides those who He will to the 

way that is straight,” as I read to you from Sūratu-l-Baqarah.   The Prophet Ibrahim (as) 

invited his father to believe in Allah Swt and abandon the idols, and we heard Allah Swt 

say on behalf of Ibrahim, “O my father!  To me has come knowledge that has not 

reached you.” (19:43)  Think about a son or daughter coming to the father and saying, 

“O father, there is something I know that you do not.   And I’m going to guide you to a 

way that is balanced and straight.”  Think of people from the Banii Israel or the Qureysh 

saying this to their fathers. In most of these tribes, the children wouldn’t say a word.  

They wouldn’t stand up unless they were told to, or sit own unless they were told to.  

How would they say, “By the way, Pop, I have some knowledge you don’t have”?  

 

So powerful is the knowledge of the siratal mustaqim, that when it dawns upon us, we 

have to do everything we can to stay in the way of that siratal mustaqim, to stay on that 

path. We might have to fight battles and resist oppression.  Those are just inside our own 

selves.  I’m not talking about military battles and external oppression.  We have to be just 

and compassionate, even when we don’t want to be.  We have to be merciful, patient, at 

times when we don’t want to be patient and merciful.   As-Sabur, ar-Rahman, ar-Rahim: 

these are realities. We have to keep ourselves in the company, in the presence of Allah.  If 

you keep yourself in the presence of Allah Swt, you keep yourself in the presence of the 

Attributes of Allah Swt.  So [we have] to be in the presence of ar-Rahmān and ar-Rahīm, 

as-Sabūr, and al-Malik, al-Adl, etc.   If we are not, that’s how we wander off the path.   

 

Allah Swt demands of us as Muslims what is not demanded of others, especially in the 

days we live in now, because they just couldn’t do it. They couldn’t resist the ego, they 
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couldn’t resist the temptation. Many people don’t even recognize when they are in the 

presence of something great and grand and eternal.  Even in our own community, we at 

times feel a pulling apart, forgetfulness, and strain.  Straying, when you have been on this 

path for a long time, means choosing things other than being in the presence of one 

another in suhbat. “Straying” means straying from the opportunity to sit in muraqabah, 

from being at prayer, from serving each other, from serving the community, from making 

a personal sacrifice.  When you have been at this for a long time, that is what straying 

means.  We have to strive to stay on the siratal mustaqim. As long as we are in dunya, we 

have to strive for that.  For some people, it is easier.  Some people’s habitual patterns are 

very, very pure.  Alhamdulillah.   

 

But we should not think of our community as anything other than an Islamic - Sufic 

community. It is nothing other than that.  When we make mistakes that are Islamically not 

correct, we have to correct them.  When we do things that are not Sufically proper or 

within the adab of Tasawwuf, we have to correct them.  Insh’allah, sometimes we find 

the opposite.  We find struggles for periods of time.  The whole week was a struggle. The 

whole month.  The whole year was a struggle.  Allah informs us in Sūratu-l-Hajj that 

faithful believers will enter Jannah. If you are faithful and if you have ikhlas/sincerity and 

iman/faith, you will enter into paradise.  These are the people who receive the bāraka, the 

people of light, the nūr of Mohammed, the fayyād of Allah Swt, because they are guided 

by Allah Swt.   

 

It says in the Holy Qur’an that Allah Swt will admit those who believe and work good 

deeds, not those who are forced to work good needs, or  convinced to, not those who were 

begged to serve, to work, or cajoled to work goodness.  But [it is] those who from their 

own hearts had the faith to work goodness and be good and righteous people, and also 

people who know how to apologize and make tawbah.   “…to gardens beneath which 
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rivers flow: they shall be adorned therein with bracelets of pearl, and their garments 

shall be silk.  For they have been guided in life to the purest of speeches.  They have 

been guided to the path of Whom is worthy of all praise.” (22:23-24)  I ask you most 

seriously: what’s important?  The pearls, the gold, the earrings, the flowing rivers, or are 

those just metaphors, symbols for something much greater?  What is most important is the 

heart and soul of the being who is worthy of praise is pure, the person with good speech, 

intentions and actions, who sees a need and rises to it and runs to it.   

 

All over the world, I have met people who qualify to be wali, of the awliyā.  Not one of 

them I ever knew wore a lot of gold.  In fact, they didn’t wear silk, because Rasulallah 

(sal) said we shouldn’t wear silk unless we are in a battle, which was very clever 

medically. Silk is made out of a natural fiber, and if you get wounded, it will help your 

wound to clot.  It didn’t have anything to do with wealth, in that case.  How you go on the 

siratal mustaqim and not move off of it is a lifelong question and effort.  How you pay 

attention and face Allah, how you pay attention to your own life, how you decide—now I 

do this, how shall I do this and that—[is a great test].  Perhaps the greatest test for all of 

us is [in our response to tests]: “What? Do you believe I will only test and try you one 

time?” (29:2)  The greatest test and trial is to be able to say, “Alhamdulillah, 

subhanallah” from our heart and everything will be all right. “This is another test from 

Allah Swt.  Maybe I was forgetting.  Maybe I was wandering off.  Maybe I took too many 

things for granted.  Maybe I thought everything was safe, and I was in a safe zone.”  It’s 

like the game Monopoly, a free pass or you land in jail.  

 

As far as this path is concerned, Allah Swt tells us that some people have been blessed 

specially, and He has given them knowledge, ‘ilm and hikma.  They know whatever was 

revealed to the Prophet (sal) guides people in the right way.  Guidance comes from Allah 

and we have to request of Allah Swt, “O Allah Swt!  In Your name, I am sending praises 
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to You. I am remembering You. I am asking You, please, Allah Swt, help me to stay on 

the siratal mustaqim, not to be one of those who wander astray.  I want to stay on the 

straight path, so allow me to understand, O Allah Swt. My request of You is to guide me. 

You are al- Hādi. You are the Guide. Show me the way, and help me to stay on the siratal 

mustaqim, so I can say, ‘Alhamdulillah, subhanallah, la illaha illa’lah Muhammedan 

Rasulallah’ to whatever happens.”  This is difficult.  Who is asked to do this?  The deer 

aren’t asked to do this, the birds are not.  They give praises all the time. The flowers are 

not asked to do this.  We are asked to do it consciously.   

 

We watch around us in the so-called Islamic world (and I’m not quite sure what that 

means) Muslims becoming more and more politicized.  Political Muslims or cultural 

Muslims: Pakistani Muslims, Indian Muslims, Malaysian Muslims, Balkan Muslims, 

black Muslims, white Muslims, whatever.  We have to get beyond that. Culture is 

wonderful and good: it gives us character and adab and many lessons.  But we have to be 

good Muslims on the siratal mustaqim.   

 

We see clearly through familiarity.  If you are familiar with the qualities and attributes of 

a Muslim, a believer, you can even take off your glasses and recognize them. Ah, but 

when you put on the glasses of Al Qur’an and of the Sunnah of Nebi Mohammed, the 

glasses of Tasawwuf, of piety, you see much more clearly.  The only problem with this 

metaphor is, as we get older and become more pious, we need the glasses less, as we are 

near sighted.  We see Allah Swt near and dear to us, and we recognize.  If I meet someone 

first without my glasses, I’m not going to recognize them on the street. But if I meet them 

with my glasses on, [the next time] I will probably recognize them without my glasses.  

 

“O Allah, keep me on the straight path even though I’m upset right now. O Allah, keep 

me on the straight path even though I’m angry right now.  O Allah, keep me on the 
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straight path even though I’m not feeling well right now.  O Allah, keep me on the 

straight path even though I have been challenged by something.  Keep me grateful.  Keep 

me on the siratal mustaqim among the ummah, among my brothers and sisters in my 

community, in Islam, in Tasawwuf, safe and secure in Islam.”  That’s redundant. We say, 

“O Allah, keep me in Islam so I am safe and secure.” That is taslim.  [We should not say] 

safe and secure in Iraq or Bosnia or Darfur, but safe and secure in Islam.  All guidance 

comes from Allah. We have to request, plead, and beg for Allah to guide us on the siratal 

mustaqim. Why?  Those are emotions that keep us attuned.   If I’m begging for 

something, it means I really want it.  If I’m worried I will lose something, it means I will 

be more attentive.  If I’m pleading, it’s because I feel I have a case, like a lawyer. There is 

something at stake.  

 

I think that’s one of the reasons we read Sūratu-l-Fatihah in every rak’a.  This is the keel 

of the boat that keeps it from turning over:asking Allah to keep us on the straight path, the 

path of those who earn Your favor, and not those who earn Your displeasure. We recite 

Sūratu-l-Fatihah approximately 34 times a day, if you do all the sunnah and nafle prayers. 

Why?  Why do we say it?  It is very important. We want to stay in touch with Allah, and 

with the people who love Allah.  We want to stay in touch with our family who love 

Allah, and extend our family, and be attached to other believers through our family.  We 

have three members in Amman, Jordan right now. I talk to them every day, “How are 

you? What’s happening?”  You stay in touch.  One way of staying in touch with your 

family is to be a believer, to be a good Muslim.  Now we have pictures sent to us 

instantaneously.  “Here I am walking into the school.”  We also have to stay in touch with 

Allah. “Allah, I have been down this road before, but I still need to be guided. O Allah, 

please guide me.” 

 

Why is it in the “Islamic world” people suffer, and also forget? “O Allah, we pray to save 
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the people. Give them all that they need for their safety and security.”  Why, in the 

Muslim world where Muslims are being punished, killed and displaced even by other 

Muslims, do some of them become even better Muslims, more awake? They become 

stronger, not weaker. How does one become a better Muslim, a better believer?  Just like 

Sidna Ibrahim (as) saw something and gained more knowledge and was tested and tried, 

we too have been tested and tried and continue to be.  The world is small; eternity is big.  

Dunya is limited; akhira is eternal.  But here we have to serve.  We have to serve Allah 

Swt. We have to practice khidma and have ibāda.  We have to seek forgiveness.  We have 

to be compassionate and merciful.  This is very important.  Allah Swt gives us an easy 

way to remember: an alarm clock goes off five times a day.  Sometimes we push the 

snooze button!....  There should be no pause button on the adhan on your computer.  

 

What are we struggling with, when we struggle with life? We are struggling with our self, 

not the problem. We have needs of course.  We struggle to fulfill those needs and work 

hard to.  We ask others to join us, and we ask for assistance in the work around the 

community.  We ask for donations or whatever, but it is our self that it being tested.   We 

have to ask Allah to guide us to be not only sincere human beings, but to guide us on the 

straight path, inshallah.   

 

(Du’ās).  Today is Friday, Jumah, a sacred day. The doors of heaven are open, and our 

du’ās are accepted by Allah Swt.  I request that we all make a sincere du’ā today for 

everyone here, for our family who are away, for the family that has joined us this week 

and who will be traveling safely and in good health home. We will miss you very much. 

We pray for the security, health, safety and well being of those near and dear to us, and 

for all people, and all believers.  We pray that Allah Swt give the Muslims, worldwide, an 

awareness of the siratal mustaqim and a great yearning to come back to it, and to be good 

and kind people and not cause any fitna in the world.  (Du’ās).     SECOND KHUTBAH. 



Author: Shaykh Ahmed Abdur Rashid                                                          www.circlegroup.org 
 9 

   


