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Opening du’ās.  My dear brothers and sisters, it is hard to speak of anything on this day 

except the miserable situation of violence that’s attacking the people in the Middle East. 

On the one hand, there is violence against people’s bodies, property, and physical life. On 

the other side, this is tremendous violence against the soul, against the character, against 

6000 years of ethic and morality, which has in the last 61 years or so been attenuated with 

a real break down of moral and ethical principles.  

 

We cannot speak of this conflict in the Middle East as a religious conflict, but we cannot 

escape the morality and character of both Judaism and Islam. It’s very, very hard to 

understand how much beings can be so inhuman to other human beings, and so reckless 

in their understanding of life itself, and worth and property.   Allah says in Qur’an,  

 

Surely We sent Our messengers with clear proofs. And We sent down 

with them the Book and the Balance, so that people might uphold 

justice.  And We sent down iron in which there was great might and 

many uses for the people, so that Allah may know those who defend 

Him and His messengers, be He unseen, truly Allah is strong and 

mighty. (57:25) 

 

This is another way of translating it:  Again, Allah says,  
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I in My mighty power have made many uses for mankind, that they 

may know who helps them through the messengers, seen and unseen.   

 

Then He reveals also in Qur’an, in Suratu-l-Fussilat,  

 

Good and evil deeds are not equal.  Repel evil with what is better, and 

you will see the one with whom you had enmity will become as if your 

dearest friend.  (41:34) 

 

Who is it that can do this?   

 

None are granted this save those who are steadfastly patient, and none 

are granted this save the possessors of good fortune.  (41:35) 

 

Here we see in the world we live in today, lack of measure, lack of restraint, a loss of 

character.  Certainly the power, the iron and metal that was sent down, is used for terrible 

circumstances—certainly, not to defend what is the truth of Allah’s messengers; certainly, 

not to uplift the character and morality of the Ahl al Kitab/the People of the Book; 

certainly, not to stand as one of the children of Ibrahim (as), saying, “Look, here are the 

most balanced, kind, moral, and trustworthy of the people of the world.  We, who have 

been created not as one community but as many communities, come together and who 

were once enemies have become friends.”  No, none of this.  This is so far outside the 

dīn; you can’t get any further away [with] so much misery, and so much disbalance in the 

world.  

 

Human beings are so strange.  We are so happy that all the people were saved from the 
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plane that went down yesterday in the Hudson River due to the tremendous skill of this 

pilot.  This little 9 month old baby was saved, and we were celebrating and celebrating 

the life of this one baby.  How many children have been burned by white phosphorous in 

Gaza?  I saw a little blind boy on tv whose eyes had been melted.  He had a good attitude. 

 He told the story of how they were playing on the roof.  What is the lesson for us and our 

children?  We must strive for measure and balance.  Allah created us for balance.  These 

are tests and trials not just in subtleties, but at the very core of foundations of belief. And 

for what?  A piece of land?  An ideology in which tribe is much more important than 

peace? It’s not even religious when 80% of the people are secular. Tribe is much more 

important than life itself, and land?  

 

In a world where people are mature and sophisticated enough to even come up with the 

concept of conflict prevention, which certainly was only a necessity in terms of power in 

generations before us. Now it has become a philosophy and ideal, something for people to 

strive for to make the world a more ethical and better place over the last 50 years. Who 

spoke of conflict resolution except out of necessity, prior to 50 or 100 years ago? Where 

are we?  The obviousness of the statement that “the good deeds and bad deed are not 

alike” [is clear].  “Repel the evil deed with one better” might be interpreted as “one evil 

deed better.”  It seems to be the way it is being interpreted today.  Certainly, that’s not 

what it means.  

 

The news today continues to be miserable.  Evil reigns, my dear brothers and sisters.  War 

continues on at least two fronts for this country and in the Middle East. And our leaders 

are changing, alhamdulillah.  The ones who are guided by prejudices, anger, and revenge 

perhaps will be replaced by something better, insh’allah. Although sometimes the words 

of our new President seem to belie that there is not a balanced approach to this issue in 

the Middle East. Lies are being told.  Proofs that are not clear are being revealed in the 
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name of “justice.” I saw on You Tube faked propaganda that a man proves is fake 

propaganda that is used to stimulate war mentality (from a few years ago).  It clearly 

states, that for the people, it’s one level of propaganda. For the elite, educated people, it’s 

a whole other level of propaganda.  For the average person, you can be pretty sloppy.  

You can portray Osama bin Laden as a man who obviously isn’t him.  For those who are 

educated and look deeper, there is another level of propaganda.  But there is no 

propaganda to cover up what is happening today in Gaza.  

 

And yes, unfortunately, we respond and react to this much more strongly than we do to 

what is happening in Darfur or the Congo. Tribal, racial issues still raise their ugly heads. 

 Let’s try to recapture an understanding of why Allah Swt sent His messengers.  He sent 

them to give us guidance, to establish justice, to create equity so that people could live in 

peace with one another, without oppressing one another, without aggression toward one 

another, so they can live in peace and have a relationship with their Creator, and 

appreciate their Creator, and show their gratitude toward their Creator. This meant they 

had to build strong character, so that we or they can recognize compassion and mercy and 

spiritual fear, and be tolerant and be active in society, reflective of what I have been 

speaking in the last couple of days.   

 

Then we look around and say, “It’s very difficult to understand what motivates human 

beings.” It seems it is an awful lot of anger, and desire for revenge, to “shave the land.”  

One doctor said, “Why not just drop a big bomb on us and get rid of us all at once?  Why 

do we have to suffer this slow death?” This is the level of oppression.  I’m thinking, “If 

they could get away with it, they probably would.”  It’s very difficult to understand why 

people do what they do to others, either as individuals, collectively, as nations or as 

communities.  Yes, we understand, and I hope we embrace the idea that there is some 

good in everything, some lesson to be learned, some way to make progress from 
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circumstances that are filled with misery and loss, and filled with difficulty.  It’s easy to 

say that from here, but every once in a while, you find some very courageous people who, 

in the midst of tragedy, say these things.  Certainly you find it among the prophets, as I 

explained the other day.  But to vilify one another, to hate one another, to kill one 

another, to destroy the property of one another, to disgrace one another, to mutilate one 

another!  People should live without aggression and without oppression.  

 

Allah said, “We sent Our Messengers with clear explanations.  We sent the Book and 

the Balance down, so that mankind may conduct themselves with justice.”  If we 

don’t know our duty to our Creator, and we don’t really believe our place in this world, 

and that our duty to our Creator is mostly manifest in how we show our duty to one 

another and our respect for one another; people who we share our lives and home and 

communities with, our society with, or who are our neighbors across some border, how 

are we ever going to learn this lesson?  Are we really supposed to learn this lesson?  

According to Allah, we are.   

 

There have to be some kind of principles we all stand up for. Insh’allah, we are praying 

that by the time we give this talk next week, insh’allah we are alive and able to give a talk 

next week, we will have heard a new statement by the leader of the supposed Western 

world, the leader of the largest and most powerful democracy in the world, that says, 

“The change that was coming has arrived.  We are going to stand against tyranny; we are 

going to stand against these lies, against these fictions in society, against the civilizational 

destruction . We are going to end oppression in this world, to the best of our ability, so 

help me God.”  

 

What we have seen over the last 60 years is a terrible failure in the Middle East, which 

represents just about every kind of failure you can find in any other conflict.  It’s 
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microcosm of every conflict you can find in the world. There is racial conflict,  religious 

conflict; there’s land conflict.  There are internal conflicts about gender, economic 

conflicts—all kinds of levels of oppression. Everything is right there. Ironically or by 

planning, it makes perfect sense that one should find those conflicts in the place where the 

teachings about those conflicts were sent down to end conflicts such as this. You don’t 

have to go far.  Where Jesus walked, Jesus died.  Where Prophet Mohammed (sal) 

revealed the Qur’an, he was vilified and his people killed and beaten. Where Musa (as) 

was born, he was thrown into the water by his mother and raised by the Pharaoh.  You 

don’t have to go far.  Analogically, we don’t have to go far from our own self to find the 

seeds of our own evil that lie within us.  

 

Change yourself and you’ll change your circumstance. Who among these people are 

willing to change themselves?  The average person is just trying to live, raise a family, 

drive a truck, run a grocery stand, be a carpenter.  Then you have the oppressors and the 

rebels.  Often, when the oppression some how subsides, that’s still the only identity the 

rebels know, and they have to be re-informed.  Who is to re-inform them in order to 

reform them?  We see the crumbling of culture, civilization and community. One of the 

people in Gaza said, “They attacked our community center, our library, the place where 

we have our movies, and where we have our theater and our community expressions of 

our culture.  They are not trying to kill Hamas; they’re trying to kill our culture.  They are 

trying to destroy our civilization.”   

 

There are those in Israel who argue that these people have no civilization. This argument 

was presented to me a few years ago, that these people have no civilization; therefore they 

are not civilized people; therefore, they are like dogs or other animals.  Look at their 

history; they are just Bedoui; they roam from place to place.  “We have to shave the land 

from them.” That expression was said to me. What is culture and what is civilization and 
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what is community?  It is a construct of human beings by the will of Allah to preserve and 

protect us from extremes, to find the middle way, and affirm balance in our lives so that 

our values are not abridged socially, morally, or spiritually.   

 

All the elements of a society provide the means for individuals to have their rights and 

fulfill their duties with a sense of justice, goodness, and equity.  Not just for themselves, 

but for their neighbors.  Not just for their neighbors, but for even the strangers who come 

amidst them—the farangi, the aliens, the outsiders. Who are the farangi?  The 

messengers, the anbiyā have come, and they have an ijāzah, a license by Allah.   They 

embrace the realm of what is good in society, and establish justice in the life of 

individuals so that a balance can be created, not just in a political institution, but in the 

minds, hearts, and character of the people that the political institutions support.  When it 

is tested, the political institutions say, “We are standing firm on the side of justice, of 

what is right; of what is moral and ethical.”  

 

It’s like the attorney general appointee said, “Water boarding is torture.” It could have 

been political, but it is big news.  How far we have come, from hearing the excuses of the 

former President of the US, blaming everybody but himself [to this declaration of a 

definition of torture]. I’m not saying this for political reasons; I’m saying, this is 

character. If you don’t have the character of what is in the Constitution, or the Qur’an, or 

the Torah, or the Injīl, or of the anbiyā, then you have no character.  Then we don’t have 

any models of character, and there is no template for character, no expression of it, 

nothing that people can grasp and hold. It’s not monolithic.  Of course there are 

interpretations, but there are certain inalienable truths and rights, and inalienable means. 

It’s not like they have never been expressed.   

 

The way people behave towards one another is miserable. Maybe in the greater cycle of 
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times, a thousand years, we will see things change. We see in the deterioration of the 

Middle East that the whole place is just dry tinder.  Now it’s burning. We watch in our 

own society how we have become dry tinder for people to strike a match, and there will 

be hate, prejudice, bias, and violence, even in our society over the last 9 years.  What has 

been offered by the anbiyā, the messengers who established justice and social order in 

society has to reach deep into our families and society so that every child is brought up 

with a sense of justice, so their behavior and conduct, ideas and knowledge  find a place 

where they can find balance. Who here thinks even for a second that the children in Gaza 

will grow up with that?  Such hate, violence, misery.  It will be tinder until a match can be 

put to it five, seven or ten years from now: “Do you remember your brother - cousin - 

mother - father who died by those people’s hands?”   

 

The Prophet (sal) reports that Allah says in Qur’an,  

 

Whenever you speak, speak justly even if a near relative is concerned.  

The Qur’an enjoins justice for everyone, even when your own life, own 

self is concerned.  (6:152) 

 

O you who believe!  Stand up firmly for justice as a witness for Allah, 

even against yourself, your parents, your relatives, the rich and the 

poor.  For Allah can best protect both.  Follow not the lusts of your 

heart lest you swerve. If you destroy justice or decline to do justice, 

surely Allah is well acquainted with what you do.  (4:135) 

 

Alhamdulillah, the Jews closed the Consulate in Los Angeles yesterday.  There is a big 

anti-Zionist movement happening now. My father in 1950 said to me, “They (Zionists) 

will destroy Judaism.”   He forbid me to associate with any of the young Zionists. The 
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whole subject of justice, and rights of individuals has become so mixed up that if you mix 

it enough, the molecular reality of it changes. It becomes foam, like milk becomes foam. 

Cream becomes whipped; it expands. There is a very high standard in this proof that is to 

be given to us.   But the real standard is the Islamic standard. Unfortunately, it’s not the 

standard we see in most places, nor the one that many “muslims” advocate.  Not only that, 

they are justified in not advocating it by the aggression of other people toward them.  

“See?  They hate us, therefore we can change the rules. We don’t have to be tolerant and 

persevering. They are killing us.”  Of course!  Who would stand around and watch their 

own family be killed and not do anything?  Is there any historical example for that? I’ll 

leave you to your own historical knowledge.   

 

Who would walk passively to their deaths without resisting?  That’s a mentality also. 

And the commanders don’t command correctly, because their commands are different 

than the commands of Allah Swt.  All this is duty and responsibility and effort—not 

indolence—to resist until there is nothing to resist against, to disdain oppression, and to 

remain truthful to the path, to the teaching; but [also] to forgive and move for peace when 

peace is called for.  When the pressures of death, and wanton destruction of property 

looms before us, the destruction of our neighbors and neighborhoods, summary arrests 

and executions, impartial destruction, of course one understands resistance. But it should 

underline what is justice. When it comes, it should be so distasteful that we want to just 

get that bitter, horrible, fetid taste out of our mouths.  

 

The Prophet (sal) commanded us to do justice: “If you judge in equity between them, 

for Allah loves those who judge with equity.” (5:42)  You have to know what equity is. 

 Suratu-l-A’rāf says, “My Lord has conveyed a justice.”  The whole social, political, 

economic system of human beings has to be established on the basis of justice in order to 

judge on justice, and keep it free from corruption, free from exploiting the poor, free from 
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oppressors. What’s happening in the Middle East and the world?  The weak, the ill, the 

disenfranchised, are they the only ones who are suffering? No. Everyone is suffering.  

Why? Elements of corruption, fear, ego, some sense of a divine right, age old prejudices, 

bigotry and bias—mix those together, and what do you get?  Not a meal any of us like to 

eat: the spiraling injustices, like we saw this morning—again, more destruction, and then 

the exploitations by race, economics and gender.   

 

Allah tells us what happens when you want to destroy a society.  “When We have 

decreed that a habitation should be destroyed, We give commands to its well-to-do 

people, and they commit transgressions and disobedience to Allah’s command. The 

word of doom is proven true against them, and We totally exterminate them.” 

(17:16) Make the case for Israel and the leaders of Hamas.   Do you think those leaders 

are impoverished people living in huts somewhere?   They are corrupt and miserable 

people, probably living in some palatial home in Damascus.  Who’s making the 

commands in Israel, the average Joe driving the bus on the street?   No, he’s in the 

reserves. [It is] the cycle of Shimon Peres and Netanyahu and Ehud Barak, and every 

once in a while someone else sneaks in. It’s as if these people will live forever.  It was 

given to the arrogant rich to destroy society. Who is destroying our society economically? 

 You and me, the poor person, the person who works two jobs?   Who is destroying the 

economic security in our society?  The Madoffs, the people on Wall Street, the bankers, 

the people who get 70 million dollars a year bonus on top of their 60 million dollar salary. 

  

 

Allah tells us, 1429 years ago (or whenever this sūrah was revealed), He tells who is 

destroying society: the well-to-do people, those in whose interests it is important that 

there be oppression and war—the military industrial complex, as Eisenhower called it, in 

this county.  They are not demons walking around. There was a man who worked for 
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Dow Chemical who loved to take his children fishing.  Someone pointed out to him that 

his company was poisoning the streams he loved to go fishing in.  He didn’t see any 

disconnect there. I guess as long as there’s one clean stream, you can enjoy fishing.   

 

The original command is simple: do good; abjure evil.  The destruction not only of 

individuals but nations can come about if we don’t do that.  When the rich and powerful 

people become aggressive towards other, ignoring their rights, their needs, their equity 

and justice [they are not doing good].  Be a capitalist?  Fine, give them opportunities to 

work.  Be a socialist?  Fine, provide them something. I don’t care.  But to forget about the 

other people, taking the last drop of blood from the poor, the last bit of food from starving 

people, destruction comes to them. And unfortunately, there is collateral destruction for 

everyone around them.  In truth, the corrupted people, the cheaters, hide among the good 

people.  They hide in you bank accounts, in your investment portfolio, in your 401 K, 

wherever they can hide themselves.  Do you worry about computer viruses?  What about 

the viruses on Wall Street that we let into our lives?   Not everyone - -there are good, 

sincere people.  

 

Allah gives us the opportunity to build ourselves or destroy ourselves.  Qur’an is simply 

stating the facts of life, the facts of history, and the facts of human capability toward evil 

and good, and how nations, by their own aggression and destructive nature, begin a 

journey toward Allah or away from Allah. It is their own injustice that takes them to the 

ultimate end, a place where no one can survive.  Justice itself keeps society whole and 

intact; and preserves the rights of individuals.  Where is justice?  When I am watching the 

President Elect take his oath of office on the 20th, I’m going to look through the crowd 

and see if the blindfolded lady with the scales in her hands is there. We have to commit 

ourselves as individuals to justice and fair play, to common good and mutual benefit, 

finding common ground and understanding; resisting evil and promoting what is good.   
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That’s why Qur’an insists upon this principle more than anything else, even more than 

worship.  “Allah commands justice and benevolence, forbids injustice and obscenity, 

and He instructs you that you may receive an admonition.” (16:90)  That’s the 

solution.  That’s the good news.  It just doesn’t look like the rest of the news, does it?  

Allah is very clear about this.  When we talk about the grossness of justice and injustice, 

we know that human society tends to become degenerated and corrupt if obligations are 

not fulfilled, promises are not kept, if love and concern is not there for everyone.  

Everyone wants to grab their piece of the pie and they don’t care who suffers. Prophet 

Mohammed (sal) said about human nature, “If someone calls you names and you keep 

quiet, it may not stop them from abusing you, but it is good action on your part.”  

 

Allah tells us, “Hasten to follow the way that leads to forgiveness from your Lord 

and find in them gardens that have been prepared for pious people who control their 

anger and who forgave other people.” (3:133-134)  Allah tells Muslims, “Pardon them 

and forbear, for truly Allah loves those who do good.” (5:13)  “Make due allowance 

for man’s nature and enjoin the doing of good, and leave all those who chose to 

remain ignorant.”  (7:199) 

 

Prophet Mohammed (sal) said, “Allah’s creatures are Allah’s children.  The ones 

dearest to Allah are the ones who treat his children kindly. Allah is gentle and likes 

gentleness.  He gives for gentleness what He does not give for harshness and what He 

does not give for anything else.”  There are very few abdullahs around who forgive.  At 

least, perhaps, we can help the enemies of the truth to find the truth in their own 

teachings, and the members of our own group the courage to find that truth again, too; 

and to understand that by the will of Allah, maybe sometimes under such miserable 

circumstances a longer good can come out of it.  When the suffering and pain becomes so 
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egregious, it becomes disdained by all parties, Inshallah.   Isn’t it terrible that’s where we 

are with our hope?   (Du’ās).  

 

SECOND KHUTBAH    Allah, send Your blessings on those who have died and been 

injured in all the wars and conflicts in this world from all sides; send Your mercy on 

them.  Send repentance and humiliation and fear into the hearts of those who inflict those 

injuries on others, and cause then to stand still, and freeze them in their places so they can 

do no more harm, as you did with Lot’s wife.  O Allah Swt, in Your healing, help people 

remember what caused their illnesses and misery. As they look around and see the 

destruction that was rained upon them or that they rained upon others, let them burn in 

their hearts and souls in repentance for all that they have done to cause that for their 

fellow human beings and the innocent people.  Let them turn against their leaders who 

would lead them so astray, and affirm goodness.  For those who were taken to their 

graves, teach them the sweetness of forgiveness and repentance, and the eternal joy that 

comes for people who live in peace and in faith.  For those who were taken to their graves 

because of their wrong or evil actions, let them fear You and see their wrong actions and 

repent from today to eternity.  (Du’ās).  

 

 


